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IR Ifaac Newton, as I have obfery’d in a Dif 

courfe upon another Subject, has by his great 

Sagacity and unwearied Application difco- 
ver'd that the Light of the Sun 1s a Compofition 
of Rays diftinguifh’d by their peculiar native Co- 
flours: He has found Means to unravel thefe lucid 
Threads, and has often prefented them to the Sight 
aftually difunited, as they are, ina great meafure, 
feparated in the Rainbow; whence it appears, that 
Colours do not refult from the various Modifica 
tions of Light refle&ted from the different Sur- 
faces of vifible Objetts, but that they are diiting 
Qualities originally inherent in the Beams of the 
Sun. Thefe Beams endow’d with diferent Colours 
flowing at once from that Luminary, lofe their Di- 
ftinctions, and by their Complications form a fhi- 
ning Diffufion of a whitifh or yellowifh Colour, 


as Sir I/aac afhyms, tho’ it feems to me to have 
none. I do not remember that any Caufe has 
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been affion’d why thefe different Rays when 
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The Reafon of that Effe@, Iimagine, may be thus 
account¢ d for. 


Oiue, but 
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beams flow down'the Air, by mingling together 
they mutt break, and vary the Motion of each 
other; and while they deftroy that particular Di- 
rection, which is effentially requir’d to imprint on 
the Eye the Colour proper to each Kind of Rays, 
all muft be untinStur’d and without Diftinction. 
If we contemplate the Nature of this luminous 


Body, produe’d by the Confluence of various Rays, 
we fhall be ready to think that ’tis form’d of the 
fineft and higheft reétify’d Particles of Fire, atte- 
nuated to fuch a Degree, that tho’ it illuminates 
immenfe Regions of Sky and Air, yet were the 
thin Expanfion clofely compacted, it wou'd have 
no confiderable Bulk or Weigh ; aor is the Ve- 
locity of this a€tive Being lefs admirable, while in 
a Moment it darts its Beams thro’ many thoufand 
Leacues of intervening Space. 

‘The Matter that compofes it is fo pure and fub- 
tile, that it approaches the neareft to immaterial 
Creatures, and bears a great Similitude and Affi- 
nity to the Nature of thofe Animal Spirits, which 
are the immediate Inftruments of the Soul, when 
ir exerts its Powers of Perception and Motion; and 
if {piritual Beings are not entirely incorporeal, 
but are wrapt in refind and fplendid Matter, as 
the Platonick Philofophers and many of the firft 
Chrittian Fathers affirm’d, ’tis probable their Ve- 
hicles are compos’d of this pure and bright Sub- 
france ; and if this be true, ’tis as likely that the 
human Soul, when it departs from the Body, takes 
with it for its Cloathing the Sy{tem of Animal 


A - thining Mixture ts in it felf moft amiable 
1 delich:fal, fo when it is imbib’d, modify'd 
Lrcfleaed by Corporea! Beings, it bears along 
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with it the Imag? of each Object ftampt upon its 
Rays, by which thofe Objeéts become vifible. To 
this the Fruits and Flowers of the Garden owe all 
their gay and lovely Colours, and the Fields their 
pleafant Verdure. While this {plendid Emanation 
defcends from its éxhauftlefs Fountain, it brings 
to us the Portraits of diftant Orbs, azure Skies and 
lofty Hills, with all their Woods, Flocks and 
Herds; and by the Mediation of its Luftre, Springs, 
Rivers and Groves intermix’d with itately Build- 
ings are tranfmitted to the Eye in delightful Land- 
skips. | 

Nor is the Effect of thefe luminous and ative 
Particles lefs wonderful, while by another Proper- 
ty of Heat which attends them the feminal Salts 


and venial Spirits, which fleep in the Surface ot 


the Earth, or float in the Bofom of the Water, are 
awaken’d and cherifh’d; whence it becomes the 
Parent of Animal Lite by the Produétion of innu- 
merable Infects, as well as of vegetable Energy, 
by which it jtocks the Enclofures and the Plains 
with an infinite Diverfity of Plants, Fruits and 
Flowers. 

When we confider Light as collected and embo- 

dy’d in the Sun, as its Brightnefs dazzles the Eye, 
fo its Swiftnefs and unlimited Diffufion confounds 
the Underftanding 5 and as the glorious Appear- 
ance of that radiant Orb is a lively Reprefentation 
of the Author's Power, at whofe Call it ftarted up 
out of Darkne{fs into Being, fo the boundlefs E- 
Manations that conftantly iwluminate and enliven 
the World, exprefs a Refemblance of his unlimi- 
ted Goodnefs ; and upon fuch Reflections it 1s not 
improbable that the Perfrans, and many other Na. 
tions efpecially of the Eaitern World, paid divine 
Adoration to this Luftituus Creature, which hy 
the boundlefS Profafion of its Treafure is fuch an 
indulgent Bencfactor to Mankind. ”Tis certain, 
that of all vifible Beings this had the faireft Pre- 
tence to their Worfhip; and therefore their Ido- 
latry was more excufable than that of the Egyp- 
tians, who fow’d their Gardens with Vegetable 
Deities, and beftow’d divine Honours on the moft 
uctive Animals of their Country. 
Light being the moft beneficial and beautiful 
Reine of the vifible World, it 1s no wonder it is 
us'd to exprefs all Kinds of Excellence of which 
we have no fenfible Perception. While the Soul 
mbhabits the Body, having for the moft part been 
murd to receive its Ideas by the Miniftry of the 
Senfes, it 1s always moft pleas’d with thofe Images 
which are tranfmitted to it by the fame Convey- 
nee s and therefore the Perfections of incorporeal 
reprefented to the Mind by Metaphors 
deriv’d from fenfible Objects. 

When the facred Volumes exprefs the Felicity 
of a future State, fometimes it 1s defcrib’d as a 
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tality is fhhadow’d forth ty 4] 
Thrones and Diadem , and all th Mi 
cence which attends imperial Majefty. But che 
moit frequent Reprefentation of eternal Blifs ts 
borrow’d from Light or Splendor. The Seats of 
the Bleffed are call’d the Regions of Light ; and 
the beatifick Vifion 1s to behold the Almighty’s 
Glory, who, when he manifefted himfelf to Mofis, 
is daid to have made his Glory pafs before him. As he 
ftules himfelf the Father’ of Licuts, fo when he 
would exprefs his tranfcendent Excellence and 7 
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jetty, he deleribes himilelf clouth'd with Licur o; 
It is very evident that all these 
are figurative Expreflions, fince to fay that the 
Supreme Being inhabits inaceeffible Light, or that 
he dwells in impenetrable Darknefs, convey to the 
Mind the fame Idea of his unfearchable Perfections. 

It is likewile to be obferw’d, that we do not only 
by the Metaphors deriv’d from Light and Splendor 
fisnify our Ideas of Renown, Alacrity, and the 
Favour of Princes; but we lhkewife exprefs by 
them al! intellectual Perfections, A faperior Un. 
derftanding 1s term’d clear and bright, and a de. 
fective one dark and cloudy 5 a great Genius has 
the Epithet of fhining’; beautiful DiStion ts calPd 
fplendid, and eminent Vertue has the Appellation 
of illuftrious. 
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| muft here abruptly acquaint the Reader with 
what has happend in our Fraternety fince the tore- 
going Effay was difpatch’d to the Prefs. L proceeded 
in my Office as Secretary, to produce feveral Letters 
and loofe Minutes, as Materials for following Papers. 
Among other Particulars we have before us a Com- 
plaint exhibited in Form from the Abbefs of the 
{ ay-Nunnery againtt Mr. : i'r EEMAN. The Sifter- 
hood have attack’d him very feverely, as the fufpe- 
cted Author of certain Suggettions in our Paper of 
Fryday was Sew night, and are angry that we pretend 
to have pry’d into the Secrets of their Order. In 
An{wer to this, Nep ) ¢ drawn up a Manifefto, in 
order to be pubiifl’d + st Wednefday. But Sir Ev- 
srace Locker, at wnofe Pleafure we began this 
Correfpondence with the Publick, made a Motion 
which we readily came into, That Mr. Freeman 
fhould only fend his Mazzfeflo under Cover to the 
Secretary of the Ley-Nunnery, and that for the pre- 
lent the Printing of our Effays be fufpended. 

P. S. We have juft now receiv’d News, that the 
Lady Abbefs above-mention’d is marry’d ; and 
that certain Diticulties arifing among the Sifters 
about fettling the next Seniority, the Ley Nuwanery 
is diffoly’d. | 
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fin at {} re {ime will l pub thed 


Ganquet of the richeft Meats and moft delicious The Lay-Monastrery: O \ Collestion in 
Wines; fometimes it is exhibited byallthe Charms one Yolume of the Papers publifh’d under the 
or Melody ; and at other times a happy lmmor Title of The Lay-Mownx 
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Nome. I. 


The MONIT OR. 


HIS Paper will fall fo direétly upon the Bufinefs which it ts defign’d for, that it will be an 
Introduction to it felf. 

The Neceffity of fuch an Undertaking as this, will take off the Wonder at tke Attempt ; for altho’ the 
Town iw fo full of Papers, that itis a Burthen to read them, yet no Moderator, no Monitor 
isto be found among them. 

It is to no purpofe to declaim upon the Party-Rage that poffeffes the People, and of their carrying 
things too far on either fide: If we fhould talk thustothe Tories, they would prefently call us 
Whigs, vice verfi; if me fhould talk thus toa\Whig, he would presently call ws Vories, 

Both Sides are certainly in the wrong, but neither Side will be told fo. 


Our Bufinef{s is Admonition. He that refufes the Monitor, is qualify’'d for the Lafh of a Cor- 


rector. 


The Title therefore of this Paper 1s an Advertifement of the Defign. 

Wife Afen will listen to Admonition, and Fools pretend to it : So we are fure of Cuftomers for this 
Paper 3 but bow many we fhall convert we cannot tell, till we fee how docible the Force of 
Truth may make them. 

Our FirSt Volley 1s upon the Rabble of Authors, Hackney-Scriblers, News-Makers, &c. when we 
have beaten down thefe Outworks we fhall batter in Breach. 

They are at prefent the Nation’s Grievance, the Government’s Disturbance 5 it has been told us from 
theThrone, and both Houfes of Parliament have acknowledg’d that the Liberty of the Prefs is a orow- 
ing Mifchief, which wants Redrefs : And it is not only defired, but very much expetted by all thofe 
who fincerely defire the Welfare of Britain and the publick Peace of the People, that fome legal Me- 
thod might have been found out to put a Stop to it, and we dope Still to fee it done. 

But as while the Grafs grows the Steed ftarves, the Evil increafes while we are talking of the 
Remedy, and the Authors of thefe fcandalous Papers abate nothing of their Rancour and ine 
temperate Fury; me muft try therefore another Way with them: And fince their Inclination to 
Mifchief cannot be refiraind, we fhall fee if they may aot be difarm’d of their Power, the Sting 
and Poifon taken out of their Writings, and the Influence which they bave in our Divifions be 

\ thereby leffened, if not totally deftroyed. 

This muft be by duely expofing every Atifchievous Defign, taking off the Popular Difguifes and 
the Sheeps Cloathing, which thefe People make ufe of to cover their Mifchievous Purpofes 

By this means every Party L.y 2 will appear to be a LY Fy even without calling it fo; 

every Foolifh thing will be aught at, every Foul thing be expofed, every Fal/e thing be deteiled, 

every Cover'd Plot to cheat the Peop'e will be laid open 5 no one can then be any longer 

‘deceived, and this is the Defign of the MONIYOR. 
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Omnibus 12 Terris que _funt a Gadibus ufque 
Aurovam S Gangem, pauci dignofcere poffunt 
Vera Boua. 
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Teer b> as in the Lines above quoted, » other time fince Hiftory givesus any Account of 
Ke aero there are few in the whole World = the Publick Affairs. 

ket I | who know their own real Hap- = What Evilsare we freed from! What Bleflings 
i 7M pines, much more may it be fo do weenjoy! How much happier do or might we 
ert laid of the People of raicdilend live, than any other Nation in the World! 
SS than of any other Nation, and How are cur Enjoyments fecur'd to us and to our 
Much more {6 at this time, than at ary Poiteriry, in abetter manner thanany other Nati- 
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